
OLVER INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO PROTECT CONNECTICUT RIVER SALMON

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) introduced                a bill (HR 2062) that would re-authorize the Connecticut River Basin                Atlantic Salmon Compact. The Compact includes Connecticut, Massachusetts,                New Hampshire and Vermont, and allows states to coordinate efforts                to restore salmon to the Connecticut River. Olver was joined in                introducing the legislation by Representatives Richie Neal (D-MA),                Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), Nancy Johnson (R-CT), Jim Maloney (D-CT), Chris                Shays (R-CT), Rob Simmons (R-CT), Charles Bass (R-NH), and Bernie                Sanders (I-VT).

               "Salmon use of the Connecticut River and its tributaries as                a spawning ground pre-dates all of the cities and towns that line                the river. If we are to serve as responsible stewards of our environment,                we must return salmon to the river," Olver said.

               The late Silvio Conte (R-MA) created the Compact with a bill that                passed in 1983. Federal authorization expires in 2003, and this                bill would extend that authorization for an additional 20 years.                In addition, the legislation would authorize up to $9 million a                year in federal funds over the next ten years.

               "We have made progress in cleaning up the Connecticut River,                but the return of the salmon is essential if the river is to become                a healthy ecosystem," Olver added. "If this effort is                to be successful, we must give state and federal agencies the resources                they need."

               The Connecticut River Atlantic Salmon Commission (CRASC) supports                the legislation, as do all of the affected state governments. An                identical Senate bill (S 703) is co-sponsored by the eight senators                that represent Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and Connecticut.                In addition, the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, the US Forest Service                and the National Marine Fisheries Service all support the legislation.

               Traditionally, Atlantic Salmon traveled from the Atlantic Ocean,                through the Long Island Sound and along the Connecticut River as                far north as Beecher's Falls, New Hampshire. The construction of                dams along the river has prevented the salmon from traveling upstream.                The funding will be used to construct salmon ladders and to conduct                research on salmon migration. 

               For more information, contact Jan Rowan, Connecticut River Coordinator                for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, at 413-548-9138.
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